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Aspen Heights British
School Newsletter 

Issue No. 22 , Date: 1st March, 2018

Reading in an unusual place! Where do you like to read your favourite book?
Can you add a photograph of yourself reading in an unusual place? Click on
the link and look at where Ms Sandy and Miss Miller like to read! Double click

on the padlet to add your photograph.

https://padlet.com/headofprimary1/tj99h9v7dzwt

https://padlet.com/headofprimary1/tj99h9v7dzwt
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Dear families,

This week has been all about reading, reading reading! We were delighted at the positive

response by children, staff and families to the many activities provided to inspire, excite

and support your children in developing a life-long love of reading.

World Book day assembly

We had so much fun in our world book day assembly! The teachers explained their

costumes and why they had dressed up as that storybook character, then each year group

entertained us with some of their learning from this week. Look at the e-book hawksbills

class have created!  

https://read.bookcreator.com/5hIRa9o3UcNFp407f0iDsRmTqBj1/cd3KKp06RUevqNTmVe

L69Q 

We finished with a whole-school talk 4 writing rendition of ‘My friend whale,’ that we

learned during our Saadiyat beach trip last week.

https://read.bookcreator.com/5hIRa9o3UcNFp407f0iDsRmTqBj1/cd3KKp06RUevqNTmVeL69Q
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 Book fair

As a result of family and children’s support of the ‘Little thinkers’ book fair that was held this

week, or school library now has 50 new books to entertain and inspire your children- thank

you.

Hessa Al Mazrouei – author visit

We were delighted to welcome the Emirati

author Hessa Al Mazrouei to our school

yesterday. She inspired our children with

her stories ‘When Noor became a

princess’, and ‘My scarlet coat’. Well done

to Sara in Year 4 and Mahra in Year 5 who

dressed up as her ‘scarlet coat’ character

for world book day! She left commenting

on how enthusiastic, polite and positive

our children are- well done Aspen Heights!

 

Sarah Sallis- author visit

We were so lucky to be inundated with

authors during this book week, particularly

those who are writing about familiar

themes and localities. Sarah Sallis read

her book ‘Zaroodi goes to the parade’- all
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about a young Emirati boy who enjoys the

National Day celebrations with his family.

The children were knowledgeable,

enthusiastic and respectful. We have

bought some of her books for our Zayed

Museum and for guided reading; families

who wish to purchase these books please

complete a form at reception.

Grandparents reading in school

Our more experienced members of our extended community took the time to visit classes

to read and tell stories this week! Thank you to all who supported this initiative; we enjoyed

listening to traditional tales, and favourite stories, and we hope you enjoyed it as much as

we did. Thank you all for supporting our school reading week!

Healthy eating
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Friends of Aspen have launched an initiative to encourage Aspen children, staff and

families to make healthier choices. In partnership with local organic farmers, we can order

small, medium and large sized vegetable bags that are delivered to school on Thursdays.

Please complete the attached order form, and submit to finance before the end of each

Tuesday. 

Attendance and punctuality- every lesson counts! 
We know that children who come to school more regularly make better progress, and need

families to support with this. Well done to Y5 Hawksbills class who has the best attendance

this week, and to Y2 Oryx class who has the fewest late children!

                                Attendance%           Punctuality % Late      

FS1 Butterflies 95.83% 6.25%
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FS1 Geckoes 91.23% 5.84%

FS2 Bulbuls 82.83% 8.08%

FS2 Doves 91.21% 16.48%

Y1 Hares 90.60% 7.69%

Y2 Oryx 93.65% 2.38%
Y3 Flamingos 93.65% 14.29%

Y4 Falcons 93.83% 9.88%

Y5 Hawksbills 100.00% 12.70%

Next week

We are excited that families will be attending family conferencing on Wednesday to meet

with their child’s class teacher and specialist teachers to hear about the amazing progress

they have been making. Please sign up for a session on the parent portal.

Opening of the Zayed Museum

Children, staff and families have been exceptionally busy creating artefacts and murals for

our Zayed Museum, celebrating aspects of the ‘My Identity’ programme. Please come

along on Wednesday before or after your meeting with teachers- on the first floor in Acacia

block.

We hope you have an enjoyable and restful weekend with your family,

Kind regards,

Mrs. Emma Shanahan

Principal Aspen Heights British School
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Andre and Bogdan's Mom read to  her family in the library this week. 

The library is now open every Tuesday after school: 
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2:00 – 2:30 FS1 and FS2 parents and children

2:20-2:45 Years 1 to 5 parents and children

FS1 Butterflies 

This week the children in Butterflies class got a pleasant surprise. Mrs Al Mansoori

volunteered to be our ‘Mystery Mum’ for the book week activity and she read a story to our
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learners during our library session. We thank her and appreciate her participation. 
 

We are learning an interesting story ‘The

Blue Balloon’ by Mick Inkpen. The children

were amazed by the Blue Balloon as it

was indestructible. They have wanted one

ever since. You can ask your child about

the magical balloon that never pops! 
 

We also enjoyed visiting the ‘Book Fair’

and were happy to buy some good reads.

It was a tough choice for us, not to buy all

of them. 
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The children were excited learning about

shapes and were counting the sides. The

 You can ask your child to find different

shapes in their home environment and
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children did lots of matching and also they

could sort out the shapes to put in to the

right place.

surroundings. 
 

The children enjoyed celebrating the book

week and did some messy crafts to

decorate our class door showcasing ‘The

Blue Balloon’. Keep encouraging your

child to read and have a restful weekend! 
 

FS1 Geckoes

This has been a very busy week in Gecko class, with lots of visitors and fun!

We have been working hard with our guided reading and we have been enjoying telling the

stories in our own words. Keep reading with us at home so we get better and better! 
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On Monday we were very lucky to have Khaled’s Grandad come in to visit us! He read us a

lovely story about elves who make shoes! We loved having someone different read to us. 
 

This week is World Book Week and we

have been working hard learning our story

‘The Blue Balloon’. We have each made

our own blue balloon and used them to

turn our classroom door into a book cover!

Come and have a look! 
 

On Wednesday we had another exciting

visitor. An author came to read a story

with us about a little boy at National Day.

We loved helping dress the boy in the

correct clothes. 
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On Wednesday afternoon Year 2 came to read to us as well. We listened really hard to the

stories the big children read to us and answered questions. Thank you Year 2 for this. 

We hope you have a lovely weekend and we will see you all on Sunday. 
 

FS2 Bulbuls 

Bulbuls have had another very busy week as it has been

book week. This week we read ’Our Jungle’ which

inspired us to turn our classroom door into a jungle. All

we needed was some long grass, tall tree and lots of

jungle animals. Come and have a look! Which animals

can you spot on our door?

We were very lucky to have a special

guest called Sarah Sillis visit us this week.

We enjoyed dressing Zayed in traditional

clothes and learning the names of the
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 She is the Author of the ’Zaroodi’ books.

Thank you so much for sharing your story

with us.

clothing.  
 

Thank you also to year 5 for being our reading partners this week. We really enjoyed you

all reading with us. 

  

Have a lovely weekend and see you back in school on Sunday.

FS2 Doves

Sculptors in action! 
Look at the magnificent sculptures of sea creatures! The children used salt dough and

small tools to create their own sea creature for our school display. We were impressed with

your children’s creativity, patience and effort. Next the children will go on to make 3D

sculptures of animals.

If your child enjoyed sculpting, you can make salt dough at home by simply mixing
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flour, water and salt. Try it and see what you can create as a family.

We have had great fun looking at different books this week and meeting authors. Some of

us are very eager to write and create books of our own. 
 

Ask your child what their favourite book was and why. Or maybe they could tell you
about our class book, Walking in the Jungle.

Year 1 Hares 
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This week in Year 1 Hares there has been lots going on.  

We have continued to learn ‘My Friend Whale’ after the beach trip last week and have also

created sea creatures out of salt dough.   

  In our Mathematics lessons, we have

been getting better at counting money and

making different amounts in different

ways.  The children should now be able to

count out money in the shops and apply

their skills in a real life context. 

During English, we have written our very

own sunflower poems and started our new

story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk.’  Each child

in Year 1 has planted their own bean so

let’s see whose beanstalk grows the

tallest.

With regards to growing, our sunflowers

are making progress, most of us now have

shoots. Check out the photos or have a

look when you are collecting your child.

Our class assembly is next Thursday morning and we are very much looking
forward to sharing our learning with you.  Have a lovely weekend. 
 

Year 2 Oryx 
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Year 2 Oryx have loved celebrating World

Book Week. We chose the story ‘Jack and

the Beanstalk’ as our focus and enjoyed

reading it.

We also loved acting the story, especially

being the giant who says, ‘Fee Fi, Fo,

Fum, I smell the blood of an

Englishman!’            

In English, we created an adventure story for Oryx which was inspired by Laura Wall’s

Goose stories.

In Mathematics, we continued to look at 2d and 3d shapes and describing their properties.

We have learnt so much about shapes.

Year 3 Flamingos 

Year 3 Flamingos class have loved celebrating World Book Week across their learning this

week. We chose the story ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ as our focus and enjoyed reading it to

each other at the end of the day. We also created new front covers for the book and

designed our classroom door based on the story.

In English, we studied the characters in

the story and created a character study for

Little Red Riding Hood, Grandma and the

wolf.

We used our ‘2A sentences’ to help us

describe them and worked on ‘because

sentences’ to give reasons and

explanations. 
 

In Mathematics, we continued to look at shape by identifying lines of symmetry on 2D

shapes. We used mirror lines to create reflective symmetry patterns on Education City.
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Year 4 Falcons 

The favourite week of the year - for some - happened this week. Book Week has been a

fun week to celebrate all that is great about books and reading.

At the beginning of the week, each pupil

from Year 4 Falcons chose a book from

the library and brought it to class. They

then spent one minute persuading the rest

of the class to choose their book for Book

Week. Saleem convinced the Falcons to

pick “The Boy Who Cried Ninja”, this was

a very entertaining book about telling the

truth, please ask your child to tell you all

about it.

The children then suggested how we

could decorate our classroom door based

on this story, they suggested letters and

envelopes, characters and props and lots

more. They created the pictures and our

door is now centered around “The Boy

Who Cried Ninja”.

Last week we’d been working on creating characters and settings (after the inspiration of

Laura Wall; author of “Goose”), so this week, we’ve written a story to accompany these

characters and settings. Next week we will type these stories into BookCreator and then

they will be added to our Classroom Library.

Dress up is always fun and the Falcons

were excited to discuss their favourite

book characters and dress up on

Thursday. 
  
 

In mathematics, we’ve been working on

fractions and decimals. We enjoyed

converting fractions to decimals and look

forward to learning more about decimals

in the future.
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Year 5 Hawksbill

This week year five have really enjoyed learning about all different kinds of books and

writing their own character descriptions, alternative endings and creating their own

interactive book. Year five loved the story ‘There’s a Diplodocus at the Door’ so they

created their own about a Hawksbill turtle. They liked the book because it told the story by

asking questions and this was a new technique for them to use in their stories.

In mathematics this week we have been learning about

angles. The children have identified angles in the

classroom and have use their angle finders to work our

acute, right and obtuse angles.

They have measured using

protractors and have found

missing angles in shapes. 
 

In computing children have created their own codes for others to crack and found out how

messages can be hidden by more complicated codes. In Science children have continued

their research on water and how it changes states. They have learnt about particles that

relate to different states and how this links to the water cycle. 
 

PE

Enquiry-based Learning  
House Games Day preparations were in full swing this week and now all of the Houses are

ready and set to go. But which House will win???? Will Earth win again, or will Fire, Water

or Air be victorious this term? The Games Day will take place on Monday 12th March.
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Run the World 
Term 2 Week 8: We have run 80.1 Km as a whole school this week. We are currently

1,936.55  kilometers away from Petra, Jordan. 
 

GoGo the PE Mascot

GoGo will go home with Abdulla Al Mheiri from Year 1

Hares this weekend. Abdulla has shown great

leadership in PE, creating and teaching warm up games

during lessons, and helping to demonstrate activities.

Well done Abdulla! Have fun and don’t forget to upload

the photos of you and GoGo being active together to our

padlet:

https://padlet.com/soneill8/gogo

 Healthy Eating at Aspen Heights 

Friends of Aspen are delighted to support the school healthy eating initiative by supplying

organic mixed vegetable boxes from local organic farmers. Boxes will include: organic

tomato round, organic cucumbers, organic marrow/koosa, organic potatoes, organic green

capsicum, organic herbs (thyme, mint, parsley)-variable according to seasonal variation. 

Please complete orders and send to finance with payment by Tuesday afternoon to receive

a vegetable box delivered to school on Thursday. Friends of Aspen are charging a nominal

fee of 5aed per box to support school initiatives. 

  

Upload a photo of your fresh organic vegetable box to our healthy eating padlet page. 

https://padlet.com/soneill8/healthyeating

Exciting Additions to our ECA Programme - Sailing 

We are delighted to announce that we will be offering sailing and horse riding  as ECA’s for

Term 3. Please read the details below and, if you are interested in taking part, please email

soneill@ahbs.ae immediately. Please note, at the moment we can only offer 4-6 places on

the sailing  activity; so please get in contact as soon as possible. 

 

Youth Sailing Course 

What: This is a beginner’s sailing course which will cover 10 hours of tuition over 4 weeks

(2.5hrs per week). The course aims to teach the children how to prepare the boat for

sailing and how to organise and work as a team to successfully sail a boat.    
When: Starts Week of the 8th April for 4 weeks in total 

Requirements: The child must be a minimum of 8 years of age and must be confident in

the water 

https://padlet.com/soneill8/gogo
https://padlet.com/soneill8/healthyeating
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Where: Al Raha Beach Hotel Marina. We may be able to provide transport from the

school, if not a drop off and pick up by parents will need to be arranged. This will be

confirmed once interested families have signed up. 

Cost: AED 900 per child 

 

Horse Riding: 
What: For children between 3 and 7 years of age, 1 hour of tuition per week, for 6 weeks. 

For children over 7 years of age, 1 hour twice a week for 6 weeks.  Students will be taught

the fundamentals of how to ride a horse. 

When: Starts the week of the 22nd  April for 6 weeks in total 

Where: Dhabian Equestrian Club, Al Shahama. We may be able to provide transport from

the school, if not a drop off and pick up by parents will need to be arranged. This will be

confirmed once interested families have signed up. 

Cost:  students age 3 to 7 years AED 540 per child (20% Discount for AHBS) 

           students age 7 and over AED 700 per child (20% Discount for AHBS)

  مادة التربیّة اإلسالمیة
كعادتنا دائماً في مادة التربیة اإلسالمیة تقدیم كل ما ھو مفید 

لتغذیة عقول أبنائنا الطالب لزیادة وعیھم ضد األفكار

الھدامة التي ال تعود علیھم بالنّفع وال على مجتمعھم ووطنھم

، وتدریبھم دائماً على السلوكیات السویة والحسنة التي تُفیدھم

وتفید مجتمعھم ووطنھم دولة اإلمارات الغالیة ، ودائماً نربط

دروسنا بالھویة الوطنیة وتوعیة أبنائنا الطالب لھذا الدور

وتفعیلھ داخل الّصفوف من خالل الحصة الدرسیة

 
 

   مادة اللّغة العربیّة

أما فیما بطالب الروضة الثانیة فقد تم التدریب على قراءة

وكتابة بعض الكلمات البصریة التى تم توزیعھا على الطالب

من قبل وكذلك التركیز على التمیز بین االرقام وإیجاد العد

باللغة العربیة ویرجى العلم باننا نقوم خالل ھذه األیام

بمساعدة طالب الروضة الثانیة على محاولة قراءة وكتابة

مارس طالب الروضة خالل ھذا االسبوع العدید من

االنشطة الیدویة التى سھلت علیھم عملیة إتقان العملیات

الحسابیة التى تم العمل علیھا خالل ھذا األسبوع فى مادتنا .

فیما یخص بطلالب الروضة االولى فقد تم التركیز على عد

االرقام من (1-10) ومساعدتھم فى التمیز بین االعداد
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بعض الكلمات ذات المقاطع البسیطة   

 
 

 

ومحاولة كتابة بعض االعداد فى نفس الوقت تم توزیع ورقة

تحتوى على الحروف العربیة لھم لیتمكنوا من التدریب علیھا

 فى المنزل وإعادتھا مع الطالب بشكل مستمر للمدرسة

كان أسبوع رائع حیث استمتع الطالب في مختلف الصفوف بالقراءة لقصص متنوعة  كما أنھم استمتعوا كثیراً حین استمعوا لقصة

 ( معطفي القرمزي ) من الكاتبة اإلماراتیة (حصة المزروعي ) وكانت فرحتھم غامرة وقت تنفیذ نشاط مرتبط بالقصة

وحرصاً منا على تطویر مھارات طالبنا فقد بدأت معھم بناء أحداث قصة وكتابة بعض الجمل البسیطة انطالقاً لكتابة قصة جمیلة

تعبر عن اھتمامات طالبنا  واستخدمنا بعض الوسائل والمعدات التي یستمتع الطالب باستخدامھا والتعلم من خاللھا وكانت الوسیلة

 ھي ( اللیجو ) فظھرت روح التعاون والتفاعل المبدع وخرجنا بقصة بسیطة

 متمنیة تطویر مھارات طالبي الى ما یتمنوه 

في الصف الثاني قمنا بدراسة قصة الطاووس طریف وتعرفنا على كلمات من

القصة تحوي حرف الطاء وقام الطالب بقراءة جمل وكلمات الدرس كما قاموا

بعمل أنشطة متنوعة لتمییز حرف الطاء

مادة الدراسات االجتماعیّة والتربیة
  األخالقیّة

أسبوع تتجدد فیھ الھویة الوطنیة عند الطالب من خالل الموضوعات المتعدده التى درسھا طالبنا خالل ھذا
األسبوع . حیث تعلم طالب الصف الثانى والثالث من خالل درس زاید الوالد والمؤسس العدید من الصفات التى

تحلى بھا الشیخ زاید والتى كان لھا الىثر فى نھضتھ ومشواره التاریخى وحین نتكلم عن التراث ودورنا فى
المحافظة علیھ الننسى جھود الصف الرابع فى تقدیم العدید من اإلقترحات للمحافظة على تراثنا اإلماراتى . أما

حین نتحدث عن القیادة والمسؤولیة فى شخصیة الطالب وھى أحد أھم الكفاءات الطالبیة التى عمل علیھا طالب
الصف الخامس عند درست موضوع بعنوان (بطوالت وأمجاد ) وربطھ بالواقع الحالى بشخصیة الشیخ محمد

 بن زاید آل نھیان 
  
 

ومازال إھتمامنا ومتابعة طالبنا فى مادة التربیة األخالقیة یزداد یوماً بعد یوماً ویسعدنا التغیر اإلیجابى فى سلوك طالبنا ومدى

  استجابتھم للقیم التى تعمل علیھا مادة التربیة األخالقیة
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 ومازال فریق (أسعد شعب التطوعى ) یمارس نشاطھ داخل وخارج المدرسة بھدف إسعاد

 اآلخرین وأشكر جمیع طالبى الذین بادروا بمساعده اآلخرین وحرصھم على كونھم عضو فعال بالفریق 
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