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Aspen Heights British
School Newsletter 

Issue No. 21 , Date:22 February, 2018

Next week is World Book Week. 
On Thursday, Children are invited to come to school dressed up as a character

from a book. 
They can also bring their favourite book to school that day. 
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Dear families,

Although this week is a shorter week in our school there has still been so much going on in

our busy, community and learning focused school.

Arabella Willing

The expert marine biologist Arabella Willing, based at Saadiyat island visited our assembly

on Monday to inspire and educate our children all about beach conservation, and hawksbill

turtle conservation in preparation for our whole school beach trip. We all found out so many

interesting facts we did not know before! We were so impressed with the perceptive and

relevant questions asked by your children. We will be joining Arabella for a community

beach patrol starting at the Park Hyatt at 6am on Saturday April 28th where we will be on

the look-out for turtle eggs. We hope many of you can join us then- all welcome!
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Learning at Saadiyat Beach

Before taking part in our beach learning, this week our children have been reading the

story ‘Where’s the starfish?’ which explores issues surrounding marine conservation and

beach pollution. Every child in the school has created their own marine animal that will be

displayed as an art installation in our entrance area. Look out for our grand unveiling soon!

Today children from Fs2-Y5 took their learning to the beach! They all learned a ‘Talk 4

writing’ story entitled ‘My friend Whale ‘, rescued ‘turtle eggs’, played beach games, had a

sandcastle competition, created artwork in the style of Andy Goldsworthy using natural

materials and completed some art sketches of shells. We hope you enjoy the photographs

in the newsletter- they will sleep very well tonight!
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Hydroponics garden
crops

Our hydroponic garden just

outside the main reception

area has been very fruitful!

The gardening club

harvested 25 juicy lollo

rosso, frisee lettuce and

lambs lettuce. Our hungry

tortoises ate one, leaving

24 for sale to our supportive

community. They are a

bargain at 5aed each for a

freshly picked lettuce; all

proceeds are going to

purchase more seeds so

we can keep supplying the

ADEK- Abu Dhabi - Better Life Index

We would like to announce the launch of the survey

managed by the Department of Community

Development in collaboration with the Statistics Center

of Abu Dhabi and the Department of Education and

Knowledge.

The survey title is “Abu Dhabi - Better Life Index”

 The survey measures different aspects of  life in the

Emirate of Abu Dhabi including: education quality,

housing, health service, job satisfaction, balance

between life and work, social relationship, civic

engagement, and several other topics. Thus, in order to

reach out to the maximum number of participants, ADEK

is collaborating to administer the survey in Abu Dhabi

Schools.

The administration plan is as follows:
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fresh produce all year

round!

•       Survey administration period: 15/Jan to 28/Feb

•       Estimated Completion Time= 15 – 20 min

•       Survey Language: Arabic and English

Link to our survey:  http://bit.ly/2mFzHBy

Your cooperation and feedback will help improve the life

in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.

Attendance and punctuality- every lesson counts!

We know that children who come to school more regularly make better progress, and need

families to support with this. Well done to Y3 Flamingos and Y4 Falcons classes who have

the best attendance this week, and to Y2 Oryx class who has the fewest late children!  
 

                            Attendance%    Punctuality % Late   

FS1 Butterflies 96.43% 3.57%

FS1 Geckoes 88.72% 7.52%

http://bit.ly/2mFzHBy
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FS2 Bulbuls 93.51% 9.09%

FS2 Doves 97.14% 7.14%

Y1 Hares 90.11% 5.49%

Y2 Oryx 84.69% 3.06%
Y3 Flamingos 100.00% 8.16%

Y4 Falcons 100.00% 9.52%

Y5 Hawksbills 93.88% 12.24%

Next week 

 

If it is possible, next week is an even busier and packed week of exciting and memorable

learning experiences for your children as we launch our Book Week activities. Your

continued support is appreciated as always. We hope you will be able to come and

purchase books in our book fair, bring family members to our ‘Grandparents’ reading

session on Monday morning, and join us for our library picnic on Tuesday at 3pm. 
 

Sunday       25 Feb 2018
World Book week 

‘Little Thinkers’ book fair

Monday 26th Feb 2018         
Grandparents day- come and read or tell a story! 

‘Little Thinkers’ book fair

Tuesday 27th Feb 2018
Hessa J Al Mazrouei local author in school years 2-5. 

3pm Community reading picnic in Bahia library and park.

Wednesday 28th Feb Sarah Sillis- author of ‘Zaroodi’ books in school

Thursday    1 Mar 2018 World book day assembly

  

We hope you have an enjoyable and restful weekend with your family, 

Kind regards, 

Mrs. Emma Shanahan 

Principal Aspen Heights British School 
 

FS1 Butterflies 
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It has been so nice to see all of the children returning from the half term break. The

children were excited to be back and have settled well in to our routine.

Our new topic is ‘Up! Up! Up and Away’ and the children were very excited to participate in

creating our home corner. They made some clouds and painted a lovely rainbow.

This week we tried to think of so many

things around us and beyond that could fly

up and away. The children named

aeroplanes, balloons, helicopters,

fireworks, rockets, birds etc. 

We further discussed these and sorted

pictures - we were very active learners.
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In mathematics, we did some shape hops

and jumps. We also did some counting

and did it in different ways. 

Some of us worked really hard to pick the

pom-poms with the tweezers for matching.

We played a dice game and also used the

spinner for some number identification.

Our Butterflies have had a busy week and

we are excited to fly from ‘Aspen Heights

Airport’ ready to explore. Talk to your

children about their favourite holiday

destinations and we will arrange the

flights. Dr Adventure is in town!
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FS1 Geckoes

We have had a great first week back in

Gecko Class and have started our exciting

new topic of ‘Up, up and away!’. We were

very excited to find an Etihad aeroplane

had landed in the classroom and have had

great fun flying all over the world in it.

We also received a video message from

Dr Adventure. She is an explorer who

goes all around the world. She needed our

help to find her a flying machine she could

use to do this. We hope over the next few

weeks we will be able to help her.

This week we started our new Talk 4 Writing book; ‘The Blue Balloon’. Ask us to tell you

about this story at home.

In mathematics we have been recapping

the names of simple 2D shapes. We have

also been using the language of ‘tall’,

‘short’, ‘big’ and ‘small’ to describe

different flying machines.
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We have also been busy being creative this week and have drawn some fantastic shell

pictures and made salt dough sea animals! These will be displayed around school soon.

Our outdoor area has had some new additions over the long weekend and we were very

excited to get busy out there!

We look forward to seeing you on Sunday.

FS2 Bulbuls 
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Bulbuls have started their new topic this week ‘Walking in the Jungle’. We have been

reading ‘Walking Through the Jungle’ by Julie Lacome which Bulbuls have enjoyed very

much. Ask your child what their favourite jungle animal is!

 

The children have enjoyed being explorers In preparation we have been talking about
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in our jungle role play area and have been

learning the names of animals you can

find in the jungle. It has been lovely to see

the children being more independent in

their learning. Bulbuls are very excited for

our trip to the beach on Thursday.

things we might see at the beach and how

we can keep our beaches safe and clean

for the animals. We also made our

favourite sea animals out of salt dough.

These included jellyfish, sharks, dolphins

and whales. We are looking forward to

painting and decorating them next week. 

Please continue to read with your child for

a few minutes every day and sign the

reading diary. This is to help your child

become a fantastic reader. Enjoy the

weekend. 

 

 

  

FS2 Doves
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Caring for others!

FS2 Doves went to visit Taylor and his new friends. They showed great care for the

animals as they stroked them and checked that they had enough to eat. They enjoyed

watching the tortoises move around and play with each other. As they observed the

tortoises they asked great questions about their habitat and diet.

Do you have any pets? Email us on how your child takes care of their pet.

 

Teachers were amazed once again by the

children’s learning. This week the children

have shown excellent progress in their

reading skills. They are now recognising

many more sounds and blending them to

read new words.

Keep working on reading with your child,

reading every day helps a child with their

speaking, listening and writing.

Great reading Doves!
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Year 1 Hares 

Even though we have had a short week, we have been extremely busy in Year 1 Hares. 

We started off our new topic ‘Who is at the top of the beanstalk?’ by planting our very own

sunflower seeds.  Hopefully they will grow big and tall!  We have been learning a poem in

English called ‘Sunflowers’ and have been trying to innovate this to create our own

poems. 

In Mathematics, we have started our money topic and to launch this, we have created our

very own role play ‘Garden Centre’ so we can apply our mathematical money skills in a

real-life context.  The children are all very excited to use this and develop their mental

maths skills. 
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We have also been painting sunflowers which have turned out beautifully.  We are all

looking forward to all of the wonderful learning which is coming up in this exciting topic!

Year 2 Oryx 

Year 2 Oryx have enjoyed being shape detectives. The children have learnt about 2D and

3D shapes and were able to recognise them around the school.
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In English, Year 2 have started writing their own Goose story. The children planned the

next adventure for Goose with Laura Wall and are now very excited for Goose to visit other

places. 

In computing, the children have practised

how to use Microsoft Word. They were

able to type their name and change the

font and size. We are improving our ICT

skills.

In preparation for our beach day, Year 2

made salt dough sea creatures. Take a

look at our pictures.

Year 3 Flamingos 

Year 3 Flamingos class have had a busy week preparing for their class assembly. Lucas

suggested that we do our assembly on French because we wanted to teach everybody

something new.
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In English, we read a poem all about fairy-tales and created a story map to help us recite it.

We created our own rhyming words and used these in sentences to create short poems.

In Mathematics, we have been identifying

the faces, edges and vertices of 3D

shapes. We noticed that the faces of 3D

shapes are made of 2D shapes. We used

what we know to identify 2D and 3D

shapes on buildings.

Year 3 enjoyed preparing for the Desert

Schools trip by reading ‘Where is the

Starfish’ and creating salt dough sea

creatures with Year 4. We also developed

our sketching and shading skills and

created shell sketches to display in the art

room.

Year 3 would like to thank everyone again for their help and support by building birdhouses

and sending donations. The birdhouse building competition closes today (Thursday 22nd

February) but donations for the animal shelter are still welcome until the end of next week.

Year 4 Falcons 

The Year 4 Falcons are

extremely committed to

The children are now forming their letters correctly in

preparation for cursive writing, are remembering all of
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their improvement. In the

past weeks, they’ve been

focusing on their writing

targets to help to improve

their writing skills. 

 

the rules we’ve been learning such as full stops,

punctuation and all of their phonics and spelling skills.

However, now the children are remembering to use

these in every piece of writing.

 

In mathematics, they have been having

lots of fun adding and subtracting fractions

and are excited to start converting

fractions into decimals next week.

 

In topic, they’ve been focusing on

sketching skills, sketching shells and

completing their first attempts at sketching

portraits. They’ve also been making fish

and learning all about the beach and how

to keep it clean in preparation for the trip

on Thursday.

Year 5 Hawksbill

In Year 5 we have been enjoying finding out how to convert measurement and measuring

real life objects to help us understand different units of measurement. We have solved

problems with our knowledge and created our own problems for our friends to solve. 

In English we completed our diary entries

and improved our writing by adding lots of

different sentence types. We read our

diary entries to our friends and they

helped us improve them even more. We

have thought carefully about the purpose

of our writing this week and how to write

for other people.

In preparation for our beach day Year 5

enjoyed making salt dough sea creatures,

they designed them and baked them

themselves. We looked at lots of different

marine life to choose which one we

wanted! Year 5 really enjoyed the beach

day, they took part in all the activities and

kept their eyes out for any Hawksbill

turtles after the marine biologist came to

talk to us this week.
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PE

Enquiry-based Learning  
In PE lessons this week there has been a particular focus on enquiry-based learning. What

is enquiry-based learning?  It is a learning style designed to let children be children, by

embracing their playful and creative nature. There are no incorrect answers; the child finds

the way that suits them to solve a problem. Every child is different and capable of being the

very best version of themselves. At Aspen Heights we celebrate that.

Run the World 
Term 2 Week 7: We have run 46.65km as a whole school this week. We are currently

2,016.65km away from Petra, Jordan. 
 

GoGo the PE Mascot

GoGo will go home with Shama Al Hammadi from FS1

Butterflies this weekend. Shama has grown in

confidence in PE this term and always has a smile on

her face. She has done great running this term and we

hope that she can take GoGo running over the weekend

too. Have fun and don’t forget to upload the photos of

you and GoGo being active together to our padlet:

https://padlet.com/soneill8/gogo

 Healthy Eating at Aspen Heights 

Aspen Heights encourages our students, families and staff to lead a healthy and active life.

Making good food choices is imperative to leading a healthy lifestyle. So let’s inspire each

other to make good food choices by uploading a photo to our healthy eating padlet page of

your healthy breakfast, snack, lunch or dinner. Include the recipe below the photo so that

others can give it a go! 

https://padlet.com/soneill8/healthyeating 
 

https://padlet.com/soneill8/gogo
https://padlet.com/soneill8/healthyeating
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  مادة التربیّة اإلسالمیة
نحرص دوماً على تقدیم النشاطات الفعّالة ألبنائنا الطالب ،

من خالل دروس مادة التربیة اإلسالمیة ، ولمساعدتھم على

تغذیة عقولھم بما ینفعھم في حیاتھم  ومستقبلھم ، ونسعى

دائماً إلخراج جیل  ینفع وطنھ في جمیع المجاالت ، ویسعى

دائماً للحفاظ على وطنھ ، وتوعیتھم إلى قیمة الوطن الغالي

دولة اإلمارات العربیة المتحدة ، وتزامناً مع دور الھویة

الوطنیة فقد ربطنا دروسنا ھذا األسبوع بالھویة الوطنیة

والتفاعل معھا وتوعیة الطالب على قیمة ھذا األمر ، ومن

 دروسنا سورة الغاشیة ، صالتي نور حیاتي ، وسورة القدر

 

   مادة اللّغة العربیّة

) fs2) سیتم توزیع مجموعة من الكلمات البصریة لطالب

 یتم تدریب الطالب على قرائتھا واستخدامھا فى جمل خالل

الفترة القادمة وبالمثل لطالب الصف االول  لذلك یرجى من

أولیاء األمور تدریب الطالب علیھا بالبیت وإعادتھا مع

الطالب بشكل یومى لیتسنى لنا مراجعتھا مع الطالب أثناء

الحصة

 

یتمیز طالبنا بصفوف الروضة بالنشاط واالبتكار وھذا ما تم

التركیز علیة خالل ھذا األسبوع مع طالب الروضة خالل

دراسة االعداد من (0-10) حیث إعتاد الطالب على

األنشطة المتنوعة وااللعاب التعلیمیة المختلفة التى تسھل

علیھم عملیة اكتساب وإتقان المعلومات اما ما یخص

الحروف العربیة فقد تم دراست حرف السین مع طالب

الروضة االولى وتم تطبیق علیة بعض األلعاب اإللكترونیة

أما طالب الروضة الثانیة فقد تم دراست حرف العین مع

المدود المختلفة وذكر بعض االمثلة التى تحتوى على ھذا

الحرف

 

درسنا في الصف الثاني لھذا األسبوع حرف الصاد والضاد

وقام الطالب بأنشطة مختلقة حول حرف الصاد والضاد منھا
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تحلیل الكلمات وتركیبھا كما كتب الطالب الحرفین وكلمات

. تحوي حرفي الصاد والضاد على سبوراتھم

مادة الدراسات االجتماعیّة والتربیة
  األخالقیّة

مارس طالبنا ھذا األسبوع الكثیر من األنشطة والفاعلیات فى مادتنا بنشاط وحیویة حیث یجتھد جمیع الطالب فى المشاركة ببعض

األعمال الیدویة لھم لعرضھا فى المتحف التراثى الذى سوف یتم افتتاحھ بعد أیام قلیلة وقد شارك طالب الصف الثانى بتقدیم لوحة

بعنوان (مھنتى لخدمة ووطنى) حیث عمل الطالب على تقدیم نماذج للمھن التى یفضلوا العمل بیھا عندما یكبرون وعبر كل طالب

عنھا  ودورھا فى خدمة المجتمع . فى حین شارك طالب الصف الثالث ھذا األسبوع بتقدیم بعض الرسومات التراثیة ألھم

المناطق فى دولة اإلمارات ، اما طالب الصف الرابع فقد قاموا بزیارة المتحف التراثى وقاموا بتصنیف االعمال التراثیة

المعروضة والتحدث عنھا أثناء الحصة ،أما طالب الصف الخامس فقد شاركو فى إعداد لوحة بعنوان (زاید مائة حكایة ) حیث تم

 عمل تسلسل عن حیاة الشیخ زاید من الصبا وأھم المحطات التاریخیة فى حیاتھ

اما فیما یخص ھویتنا الوطنیة : فقد عمل فریق(  اسعد شعب التطوعى ) الذى تم تشكیلة من طالبنا على حرصھم على إسعاد

اآلخرین سواء داخل المدرسة او خارجھا . ومازالت جھود أولیاء االمور والطالب مستمره فى اإلنتھاء من التجھیزات بالمتحف

  التراثى وحرصھم على ظھوره بشكل یقدر قیمة التراث اإلماراتى
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