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Riddle of the week

How many letters are there in the English alphabet?

Last week’s answer: A Teapot

 

 

Dear families, 

Perseverance and Resilience 

This week in assembly we all learned a large new word ‘bouncebackability’! Many of our children talked

about occasions where they were unable to complete a task or challenge but by using perseverance and

resilience they were eventually successful in their task. Year 2 even remembered their talk for write

performance from their class assembly, which demonstrated how Pete the Cat has bouncebackability –

well done year 2! As a school community we are always using bouncebackability in everything that we do

as that is what learning is all about. This is true for children and adults alike and it is lovely to see our

children persevering and showing resilience in everything that they do day to day at Aspen Heights. 
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Learning and Developing 

Learning is a lifelong skill and even as adults and educational practitioners, we still want to learn, develop

our skills and enhance the learning of our children. This week our staff undertook google docs and drive

training which also incorporated ideas for use in the classroom. The children and teachers can edit and

give instant peer feedback in ‘real time’ and work collaboratively using the chrome books. Thank you to Ms

Purcell for sharing your knowledge and training with all of the staff. We look forward to seeing the

children and teachers using this new-found knowledge in the classroom. 
 

 

National Day 

We are very much looking forward to our first

ever Aspen Heights National Day celebrations.

This will be on Wednesday 29th November and

families are welcome to join us from 11am for a

special assembly and then visit our heritage

village organised by children, staff and families.

Friends of Aspen are working hard in organising

meaningful and fun activities for our children to

participate in. If you are able to make a

contribution towards this or would like to offer

your help, then please send a donation in an
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envelope to the school finance office, addressed

to ‘Friends of Aspen- National day’.

 

Attendance and punctuality- every lesson counts! 

We know that children who come to school more regularly make better progress, and need families to

support with this. I have noted that some children are regularly late into school- they are missing

important learning which will mean that they make slower progress than their classmates. Well done to

FS1 Butterflies class who has the best attendance this week, and to Y2 Oryx class who has the fewest late

children!

 Attendance% Punctuality- %Late

FS1 Butterflies 97.22 % 0.69 %

FS1 Geckoes 75.74 % 8.82 %
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FS2 Bulbuls 84.85 % 8.08 %

FS2 Doves 73.33 % 12.22 %

Y1 Hares 91.45 % 5.13 %

Y2 Oryx 90.18 % 0 %

Y3 Flamingos 95.83 % 4.17 %

Y4 Falcons 84.72 % 6.94 %

Y5 Hawksbills 88.89 % 3.17 %

  

Have a happy and well rested weekend, and we look forward to seeing you all next week, 

Kind regards, 

Miss Laura Miller 

Head of Primary, Aspen Heights British School 
 
 

FS1 Butterflies



12/12/2017 *|MC:SUBJECT|*

file:///C:/Users/jemes/Downloads/Newsletter%209th%20%20Nov%2017%20%20(1).html 6/20

This week we were very enthusiastic about our role as a community helper. The children learnt about

builders at work. They enjoyed building with blocks, Lego and bricks. Some of us were also concerned

about the builders working in the heat. Without any delay, we had our paramedics on site to help the

patient.

In Literacy, the children continued learning about

‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and they were

confident in retelling the story. The children drew

their favourite part of the story and coloured

In Maths, we did number counting and we

counted the number of circles a caterpillar has on

his body, his legs and eyes. We also made long

and short caterpillars by lacing pasta and
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beautifully. While drawing we told our friends the

names of the fruits along with the related

vocabulary words such as; caterpillar, cocoon and

butterfly. You might want to ask your child to

retell the story for you.

counting how many pieces of pasta we used.  We

also made a caterpillar booklet to learn the

number of fruits he ate each day.

Some of us also used play dough and tried hard to

create our caterpillar. We wanted to make a big

and small caterpillar to see what both would look

like.  Have a restful weekend.

FS1 Geckoes

This week in Gecko Class we have continued our work with the story ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. We

have been sequencing the story with pictures, remembering the names of the different fruit the caterpillar
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ate and using new words we have learnt from the story. We have also been making lots of cute caterpillar

models and paintings!

In maths we worked on being able to count out

how many pieces we needed for our construction

project. Most of us chose to make a caterpillar

just like the one from the story!

We have been learning all about the job of a

mechanic this week. We watched a video that

showed us what the job involved and then we had

a try at carrying out the job ourselves! It was hard

work but lots of fun.

In phonics we have been continuing our learning

with musical instruments and guessing which one

we can hear. This will prepare our ears for being

able to hear different letter sounds.

This week we have particularly enjoyed singing ‘If

you’re happy and you know it’.

We have also been trying really hard to write our

own names.
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FS2 Bulbuls 

Bulbul class are learning how to retell the story of the ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. We drew a story map

together and included actions to help us. We have been writing labels for the fruits he ate and we even

thought of some different foods he might like to eat as well.

We used paint, pencils and collage materials to
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recreate the fruits. We sequenced pictures from

the story and wrote a caption.

We have also been learning the life cycle of a

butterfly. We have watched videos and looked

carefully at pictures. We included our Maths

learning using time words such as first, next,

after that and finally to order the events. We also

learnt the days of the week.

Can you retell the life cycle of a butterfly to your

adult? Remember the tricky word cocoon! 

In phonics this week we have learnt the letter

sounds for j, v,w,x. See if you can think of any

words using these sounds.

                                

FS2 Doves
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This week we have looked at ‘The very hungry caterpillar’ in more detail and we have explored a range of

activities linked to the book.

After reading the book again, the children are

now able to explain what the caterpillar ate and

how many pieces on each day. We are getting

better at sequencing events and we have a better

understanding of the days of the week. Support

your child’s learning further by explaining what

they do on each day e.g. Sunday is the first school

day. On Monday you have P.E.
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To develop our understanding of the world, we

looked at the lifecycle of a butterfly. We were

amazed at how the caterpillar changes into a

butterfly. Use Education City to explore the

butterfly lifecycle with your child (flutter and fly).

We are really impressed with how quickly the children grasp new learning, keep it up!

Year 1 Hares 
Enjoy our video about Ginger Bread Man Story!
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https://vimeo.com/241835909


12/12/2017 *|MC:SUBJECT|*

file:///C:/Users/jemes/Downloads/Newsletter%209th%20%20Nov%2017%20%20(1).html 14/20

This week in Year 1, we have started to learn a new text called ‘The Gingerbread Man.’  Ask your child to

tell you the story at home.  We have been exploring the characters in the story using adjectives and speech

bubbles.

In our topic lessons we have learnt some really

important skills.  One of these was learning how

to sew using a needle and thread and another was

learning how to use and label a map.  The

children should be able to tell you the 7 Emirates

of the UAE.
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During our Mathematics lessons we have been

ordering numbers from smallest to largest and

have got very good at this! 

Year 2 & Year 3 

This week, Year 2 and 3 have loved working together and sharing their learning. Year 3 taught Year 2 all

about ‘the Three Rs’ – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – to help with our focus this term, ‘Trash to Treasure’.

In Mathematics, we have been learning how to

skip count. We used a hundred square to show

how we can count in 2s, 5s and 10s. We used

parts of our body to practise counting in 2s, 5s

and 10s. We will keep practising so that we can

skip count to 100 without using our hundred

square.
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In English, we wrote a diary entry about our day

using ‘First’, ‘Next’, ‘After that’ and ‘Finally’ to

help us write in chronological order. We learned

about our feelings to add emotion to our writing.

We are looking forward to learning more about how we can find treasures in our trash and planning our

Trashion Show outfits!

Year 4 Falcons

Another busy week for the Year 4 Falcons this week! We have spent time listening to George’s Marvellous

Medicine by Roald Dahl. The children have enjoyed creating a story map for the beginning of the story and

writing the story so far. We have been learning about using powerful past tense verbs and connectives in

our writing. An exciting story for children of all ages, we will continue to read it over the coming weeks

until we have reached the end.

In mathematics, we have been learning about

counting down through zero and into negative

numbers. The children were working hard at

adding and subtracting 10, 100 and 1000 more or

less and they also spent time comparing and

ordering numbers.

In science and topic, we have been exploring how the digestive system works. We have also created a 3D

version of the digestive system. In computing, we have been learning about algorithms, to create codes in

next week’s class.

Year 5 Hawksbill

This week we have been learning all about

instructions! We have thought about the features
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of instructions and how instructions need to be

really clear so we know what we are doing.

In mathematics this week we have continued with

division and have looked into how to chunk

numbers. This means we have used our

multiplication knowledge to help us divide!

We have researched our new topic, which is

Formula 1 and have learned how to use search

engines, collect facts and we will present this

information later in the term.

In design and technology, we have created our own Formula 1 cars and looked into the aerodynamics that

help the cars to move so quickly. 

 

In science we are looking at the properties of different materials to help us create our Formula 1 cars and

make sure that they are safe!

Music

FS1 and FS2: In music we continue to give "sound friends" to our new music addition: Nelly, the lonely

elephant. She lives alone in a special music bag and we put animal sounds in to keep her company. This

animal sound development is our choice and it helps us to discover all of the different things that we can

do with our voices. We are continuing to make food rhythms with various Orff-instruments and to feel

pulse with the "Beat Baby" rhythms. We can't wait for what comes next!

"It is better to know how to learn, than to know"

T. S. Geisel. 

In Years 1 to 5 we are encouraged to take charge

of our own learning. In Years 1 and 2, we are

working in small groups to create our own

performance. We have choice activities that guide

and inspire us to be creative.

In Years 3, 4 and 5, we are learning to make

discoveries, on instruments, by ourselves. We

base our discoveries and challenges on previous

knowledge, and we know that we have freedom to

experiment and contribute our own ideas. What

fun to play the Ukulele and the Xylophone! 
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PE

There has been lots of moving and grooving this week in Key Stage 1 and 2. Year 1 Hares learnt how to

create a whole class dance routine by adding in their own creative moves. They have now begun a dance

called ‘Reach for the Star’s’, which is very appropriate for our Year 1 Hares shinning stars! Year 2 Oryx

have been getting into character with their scary faces and scary dance moves for their Monster themed

dance. The Flamingo class have added a dance battle into their street dance and are very close to their final

performance. Year 4 have also been working hard on creating their own moves and dance actions to add

into the group routine, whilst Hawksbill class have been very secretive about their spy themed dance. We

are looking forward to seeing the final dance performances during the end of module assessment. 
 

Butterfly and Geckoes students have been

enjoying climbing over, climbing under,

balancing and jumping off obstacles in an

outdoors gymnastic set up this week. The

students are showing great progress in their

ABC’s of physical development every week. Dove

and Bulbuls class have moved onto an athletics

based module and have been loving all the

running and throwing activities so far.

A reminder about the family sports event happening in Abu Dhabi

this weekend, on Friday 10th November. The main event is the

‘Mini Dash’ which involves children running a relay event, 5

children per team and each run between 300m-600m depending

on their age. It costs AED 75 per child to enter. Please visit the

following link for more information on the race

http://www.racethedash.com/mini-dash/the-race/. There will

also be an ‘Activity Village’ with healthy foods and drinks, wellness

and nutrition advice. Please look at the advertisement for more

information. Aspen Heights would encourage as many families as

possible to attend this event, and as a way of saying well done for

being a healthy family, all children who attend will receive house

points towards their house by uploading their photos onto the

padlet. The links to the padlet are as follows:

https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/zylsfr5wxjf4 - Air house

http://www.racethedash.com/mini-dash/the-race/
https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/zylsfr5wxjf4
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https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/eep30yjtqzj9 - Water house

https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/55tdp6qvkc2z- Fire house

https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/orokrfk4l0db - Earth house

 قسم الثقافة اإلسالمیة

كان أسبوعا شیقا مع طالبي األعزاء مليء بالنشاطات المختلفة والجمیلة واكتسب الطالب خبرات جدیدة من خالل مادة التربیة اإلسالمیة تفیدھم في حیاتھم

الیومیة ، وتعود بالنفع على مجتمعنا في دولة اإلمارات العربیة المتحدة وربط بالتراث اإلماراتي والھویة الوطنیة

مادة الدراسات االجتماعیة والتربیة الوطنیة

ھذا االسبوع تم التركیز على العدید من القیم السلوكیة التى تم تطبیقھا فى مادة التربیة االخالقیة مثل قیمة (االنصاف والمودة )حیث تعلم الطالب

طرق التعبیر عن المشاعر والمودة لالفراد المحیطین وقد اختار طالبنا ان یعبروا عن شكرھم لعامالت النظافة عن مساعدتھم الدائم حیث قاموا

 بتصمیم بعض البطاقات والشكر على جھودھم

 

 فى حین قام طالب الصف الخامس باعداد العدید من االنشطة المرتبطة بدولة االمارات قدیما وكذلك مظاھر السطح بھا

https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/eep30yjtqzj9
https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/55tdp6qvkc2z-
https://padlet.com/aaron_ram/orokrfk4l0db
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http://www.facebook.com/aspenheightsbritishschool
http://www.instagram.com/
http://www.ahbs.ae/

